Air Quality Index 


The Air Quality Index (AQI) 
measures and reports on the 

six most common urban air 
pollutants. This pamphlet 
explains what these pollutants 
are, what are the major sources 
of each and the potential effect 
each has on the environment 
and on human health, The Air 
Pollution Index (API), the basis 
of an alert and control system to 
warn of deteriorating air quality, 
js a sub index of the AQT. 


The AQI helps you to under- 
stand air pollution, how to 
protect yourself and how to do 
something about it. Ou 
matic air monitoring stations 
are constantly analysing the air 
and reporting their findings. 
We share these findings with 
you in news and weather 
reports. 
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Air quality advisory 


In Ontario the Ministry of the 

Environment and Environment 
Canada jointly issue air qua 
Sories when widespread 
ated air pollution levels 


are forecast due to ground- 
level ozone. The advisor 
introduced in 1993, build on 
the existing Air Quality Index 
system and cover southern 
Ontario (this program was 
extended to North Bay and 
Sudbury in 1994). During 

the advisory, people are 
encouraged to limit activities 
which contribute to air pollu- 
tion, such as unnecessary 
trips in the car, using their 
gas-powered lawn mowers, etc. 
In other words, they are asked 
to Spare the Air. People with 
respiratory problems are also 
encouraged to be aware of air 
pollution and limit their out- 
door activities if necessary. 


The Air Quatity Index at a glance 


Index/category 
100 + 


0-15 
Very good 


New! 


Carbon monoxide 


Increasing symptoms in 
non-smokers with heart 
disease; blurred vision; 
some clumsiness 


Increased symptoms in 
smokers with heart disease 


Blood chemistry changes, 
bul no noticeable impair 
ment 


No known harmful effects 


No known harmful effects 


NO, 
Nitrogen dioxide 


Increasing sensitivity for 
asihmatics and people with 
Bronchitis 


Air smells and looks brown. 
Some increase in bronchial 
feoctivity in asthmatics 


Odor 


Slight odor 


No known harmful effects 


The Minisory of dhe Eneironment (MOR) now provides AQT readings for your 
area, updated once a day, on its Tome pase. Visit us at we.ene,gov.on.ca, 
Daily AQI walues are also available from the MOF by calling (416) 246-0411 in 
Toronto or roll free at 1 S00 387-7768 (English) or 1 800 221-8852 (French). 


so, 
Sulphur dioxide 


Increasing sensitivity for 


asthmatics and people with 
bronchitis 


Odors; increasing vegeto- 
tion damage 


Damages some vegetation 


Damages some vegetation 
in combination with ozone 


No known harmful effects 


sP 
Suspended particles 


Increosing sensitivity for 
osthmaties ond people with 
bronchitis 


Decreased visibility: soiling 
evident 


Some decrease in visibility 


No known harmful effects 


No known harmful effects 


Please note; 


So, + SP 
(as measured by the API) 


Significant effects for 
osthmaties and people with 
bronchitis 


Increased symptoms far 
people with chronic lung 
disease 


Damages vegetation 
{ie. tomatoes, white beans) 
due to sulphur dioxide 


No known harmful effects 


No known harmful effects 


TRS 
Total reduced sulphur 


Severe odor; some people 
may experience nausea and 
headaches 


Strong odor 


Odor 


Slight odor 


No known harmful effects 


For more information on air quality issues or ailditional copies of this brochure, 
please phone ie Public Information Centre at its new number (416) 325-4000. 


or toll free (from outside the 4 
Drive Clean call 1 S88 758-2999 or vixit the web 


16 crea) at 1 800 


4923. For more information on 
fe corer, drieecloan.com. 


ozone 


Serious respiratory effects, 
eventeluring iehiphysteal 
Seiya eeolewiiniecnt/ 
fongidleorderstallhratiricks 
more yegelation damage 


Sensitive people may 
experience irritation when 
breathing and possible lung 
domage when physically 
active; people wilh hearl/ 
lung disorders at greater 
tisk; damage to some 
plants 


Respiratory irritation in 
sensitive people during 
vigorous exercise; people 
with heart/lung disorders ot 
some risk; damages very 
sensitive plants 


No known harmful effects 


No known harmful effects 
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